Bass Lake Rehabilitation District
Lake Quality Committee

Minutes of Meeting February 10, 2010
Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05. In attendance were Chuck Edson,  Bill Lawson, Connie Counter and Bye Barsness. In addition Aleisha Miller from St. Croix County Land and Water was present. Barsness acted as secretary.
The committee approved the minutes of the meeting on November 11, 2009(Edson/Counter)

The committee reviewed and approved the meeting agenda(Lawson/Edson)
Aleisha Miller provide County updates. In particular she remind us that the new State wide shoreline zoning ordinance is now in effect. During the discussion about  trying to remove the cattle from the pasture at the northwest corner should encouraged us to have discussions with County Zoning. These discussions should include this issue. The County has an opportunity to revise its shoreline zoning and provisions baring cattle near a precious lake could certainly be adopted at the County level. 

Barsness provided an update on the Planning Grant. The original goal was to close out the grant by December 31, 2009. That did not happen due to issue connected with developing the new Bass Lake Map. As a result the district obtained a 6 month extension. Only 1 modification to the map is required and printing can be completed very soon. Once it is printed and the printing invoice and the geographer invoice are paid, the grant can be closed. Both invoices will be in hand within 30 days and they can be paid immediately. Those invoices will total about $3,200. The final DNR payment of $2,500 will be sent as soon as the grant is finalized (closed).

Tom Spaniol had prepared a written summary of the Clean boats/Clean water project. The goal is to begin our monitoring of the landing on May 1. Training will be completed before that date

Chuck Edson was unable to complete a recommended plan for monitoring water quality. Alesiha Miller offered to help him become familiar with the instruments and recommended measures and frequency for Bass Lake.
Bill Lawson is working with Marty Engel to apply for a woody habitat grant. Application is due May 1. This program will focus on placing woody materials along the shore of will riparian owners. Lawson, Spaniol and Barsness have indicate a willingness to participate. Several others will be asked once the nature and amount of the grant are determined.

Chuck Edson discussed fish cribs. We understand a County Aid grant of $4,000 has our name on it. We will pursue the grant which could be used during winter of 2010-2011. Edson will meet with Marty Engel (DNR) and plan the placement of 100 cribs. The Lake Quality Plan for 2010-2011 will include this program. The BLRD Board will be asked to approve the plan and residents will have an opportunity to comment about the program at the annual meeting. 
Bye Barsness presented a first draft of the annual Lake Quality report to be presented to the BLRD Board and ultimately to lake residents. It is attached as Exhibit A to these minutes.

Bye Barsness presented a short outline of the plan to contact the property owners who scored the worst in the 2007 shoreline inventory project. The objective is educate those individuals in a completely non-threatening, non-confrontational way. Bye Barsness and Connie Counter will contact those owners and try to arrange a meeting at their residence. Some may have little opportunity to make changes, others may have substantial opportunities. It has been noted that several of these property owners have already made significant changes. These will be acknowledged.

The committee reviewed several graphs depicting water levels during the 2009 ice-off season, water levels from 1953 to 2009, comparative water levels in Bass Lake, Squaw Lake, and Perch Lake and comparative water temperatures during 2009 season in Bas lake and perch Lake. Members noted how similar Bass Lake and Perch Lake in both temperature profiles and decline in lake level during the season. These charts will be part of the Lake Quality report.

The Committee discussed possible action items for the 2010-2011 Lake Quality Plan. Preliminary 2010-2011 Actions Plans include: 
· Apply  for DNR Lake Protection Grant – near shore woody habitat. If grant is awarded begin placement during 2010-2011.(Lawson)

· Develop plan to place 100  fish cribs during winter of 2010-2011 including funding.(Edson)

· Contact 10-20 lowest scoring owners for restoration plan(Counter/Barsness)

· Create comprehensive new resident welcome package and commence meeting with all new property owners in 2010 and each year thereafter. (Counter)

· Presentation for Annual BLRD Meeting (Barsness)

· Plan semi-annual mailings to residents regarding lake quality/safety issues (Education materials- pamphlets, Clean Water Clean Boats, Phosphorous education, boating safety, etc) and have two mailings in 2010-2011. (Counter)

· Add Boat safety program to BLRD website(e.g. link to DNR Boat Safety web program) (Spaniol)

· Develop plan to remove  cattle from north end.
· Change Bass slot limit. (Laumeyer)
· Monitor water clarity, phosphorous, temperature and  ??? monthly during ice-off season. (Edson)
The committee discussed a preliminary budget for 2010-2011. It was agreed that $5,000 would be an appropriate amount to set at this time pending costing of some of the projects listed above.

The next committee meeting will be May 17, 2010 (Monday) at Barsness residence at 7:00pm. Final Lake Quality Report, Final Lake Quality Plan, and final 2010-2011 Plan budget will be developed. Also meeting schedule for 2010-2011 season will be set (July, September, November, February and May). All committee members are urged to attend the Annual Meeting (Board and resident portions) on June 5, 2010

Meeting adjourned at 8:45
Respectfully submitted by

Bye Barsness

