Bass Lake Rehabilitation District
Lake Quality Committee

Minutes of Meeting May 3, 2010
Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 4:15. In attendance were Chuck Edson,  Bill Lawson, Tom Spaniol and Bye Barsness. Connie Counter was absent. In addition Bob Heise from St. Croix County Land & Water and Marty Engel from WIDNR were present. Barsness acted as secretary.
The committee approved the minutes of the meeting on February 10, 2010 (Spaniol/Lawson)

The committee reviewed and approved the meeting agenda (Lawson/Spaniol)
Barsness provided an update on the Planning Grant. All planning grant items have been completed and paid for. Barsness will complete grant finalization/closing steps by May 31, 2020.

Barsness distributed the committee annual report to BLRD.

The first discussion was regarding the lake level. Bill Lawson reported that the pump gauge indicated a level of 879..76 on April 5, 2010. This is 1.45 feet (16.8 inches less than the level on April 14, 2009. He mentioned that BLRD should place a warning marker where the pipe enters the lake and may be subject to propeller hits. He thinks that the 100 foot slow no wake rule should already govern speed near shore. He will check clearances when he launches his pontoon.

Nest we discussed placement of woody habitat. Both Bob Heise and Marty Engel have substantial experience in this. This discussion focused on two different strategies: placement of trees near shore, and placement of fish cribs.

At the conclusion of the discussions the committee agreed to establish two demonstration projects:

· Fish Cribs – Place 15 cribs in clusters of 3 in locations determined by Marty Engel in water at least 14 feet deep. These cribs would be constructed by lake volunteers during the winter of 2010-11 at a total cost of $2,000 for supplies and equipment. All labor would be donated by lake volunteers. If the demonstration project is successful the total number of cribs for the lake would be approximately 50 to be installed over several years. BLRD would apply for a permit from DNR. Lake Quality Committee would organize project. There is excellent information with plenty of pictures on the Cedar Lake website.

· Near Shore Wood – Identify 4 to 6 property owners who would be willing to participate in a demonstration project to place near shore wood on their shoreline away from their shore use area. Engel has identified four target areas for placement of near shore wood (Packard to Spaniol, flooded home to Edson, Counter to Allyn, both sides of Coughlin point). The budget would be estimated to be $8,000 with $5,000 coming from outside sources and $3,000 funded by BLRD. The outside funders already committed are a County Aids Grant of $4,000 ($2,000 from County and $2,000 from DNR) and $1,000 from Star Prairie Fish & Game. The Sportsman Alliance might be an additional funder. Lake Quality Committee would be charged with finding volunteers interested in demonstration project during the summer. Marty Engel would develop a plan for each separate site. BLRD would apply to DNR for a group permit. Land owners participating would have to commit in writing. Project would be overseen by Lake Quality Committee including specific budget (using dollars committed only) and work would be done during the winter of 2010-11. Any additional placement would depend on results of the demonstration project and would occur in future years. Project woody material would be sourced from nearby locations including potentially wood already along the shoreline.
Next the committee identified the following projects for its 2010-2011 Action Plan. All of these are pursuant to the Lake Management Plan:

· Secure outside funding for woody habitat projects

· Identify 4-6 volunteers to participate in near shore projects

· Manage project to place materials near shore during winter 2010-11

· Find volunteers and manage placement of 15 deep water fish cribs

· Contact property owners who scored lowest on the shoreline evaluation two years ago to seek commitment to identify voluntary remediation actions for their properties.
· Create a comprehensive New Resident Welcome Package to be presented to all new property owners. Begin distribution to all new owners after January 1, 2010.

· Produce  3 mailings to all residents during fiscal year 2010-11 regarding Lake Quality and Boating Issues. (Education materials/pamphlets, Clean Water/Clean Boats, Phosphorous issues/strategies, boating safety, etc.)

· Add Boat safety program to BLRD website (already completed a link from our website to DNR Boat Safety site)

· Conduct clean Boats/Clean Water inspections

· Develop plan to remove cattle from northwest corner of the lake. Either remove them or move them back an additional 100 feet.

· Change Bass slot limit

· Monitor water quality, temperature, phosphorous levels, etc. biweekly during the ice free season.
The committee developed the following budget for these activities:

1. Walleye stocking




$1,000.00

2. Fish cribs





$2,000.00

3. Near Shore Woody habitat



$8,000.00

4. Funds provided by others


             ($5,000.00)

5. Three Lake Quality Mailings to residents


$1,000.00

6. Cattle project





$1,000.00

7. Miscellaneous    




$   500.00
Total




$8,500.00




Application of DNR grant
             ($2,500.00)
                                           New money



$6,000.00
Note:
Budget totals $5,000 for Lake Quality and $1,000 for walleye stocking. Exactly the same as last year.
The next committee meeting will be scheduled for July .
Meeting adjourned at 6:15
Respectfully submitted by

Bye Barsness

