Bass Lake Rehabilitation District
Lake Quality Committee Report

Fiscal Year Ending June 5, 2010
Introduction

One duty of the Lake Quality Committee is the development and dissemination of annual report to the District’s Board of Supervisors and ultimately to all District property owners. This is the first such annual report.
Background

In 2006 Bass Lake Rehabilitation District (BLRD), recognizing the importance of protect and enhancing the quality of Bass Lake, developed and adopted a five year strategic plan.  The key elements  of that Strategic Plan for 2006-2010 include:
1. Consistent and regular lake quality monitoring using Carlson Trophic State Index (TSI)  to provide scientific data upon which to determine water quality trends. This data will be public and available on demand through the district’s website.

2. Setting District TSI goals and gaining resident support for achieving those goals.

3. Continuing education of lake residents to encourage the adoption of “best practices” on each resident’s property so all residents are model environmental/safety custodians of the lake.

4. District programs to improve water quality and lake safety.

5. Work with other units of government to coordinate efforts, capture available funding and share resources.

The Vision/Goal adopted by the District is as follows:

Bass Lake Rehabilitation District is a proactive force to improve and protect the environmental quality of Bass Lake and its immediate watershed and assure its use for recreational purposes for this and future generations while maintaining its designation as an “outstanding resource water”. It’s focus will be to monitor environmental conditions, diagnose threats and deficiencies, and conduct programs to eliminate threats, correct deficiencies and make desired lake quality improvements. BLRD residents will become model stewards of this precious resource.

The Board of Supervisors recognized that improving or protecting the quality/safety of Bass Lake and maintaining this beautiful lake for our enjoyment and that of succeeding generations will require: 

1. District residents committed to the organization’s goal/vision

2. Constant vigilance

3. Action to identify threats/causes to lake/water quality and safety

4. Programs to check those discovered threats/causes

The Board of Supervisors also recognized that failure to take smaller actions now to protect the quality/safety of Bass Lake, will ultimately confront residents with much more serious and costly problems in the future. Additionally the Board recognized it has the ability and tools, now… and all residents will be the winners.

BLRD has taken the following actions as a result of the Strategic Plan:

· Hired an intern to begin monitoring water quality and evaluating the shoreline of all BLRD properties. 
· Applied for and received a $10,000 DNR matching grant to develop a Lake Management Plan and completed that Plan

· Created and appointed a standing committee, Lake Quality Committee,  to implement the Lake Management Plan under the direct supervision of the District’s Board of Supervisors

Summary of Lake Quality Committee Actions during fiscal year 2009-2010  
· Lake Quality Committee was appointed by Board of Supervisors (see attached list of duties and responsibilities). The initial committee members are Tom Spaniol (BLRD Board Supervisor and property owner), Bill Lawson (property owner), Chuck Edson (property owner), Connie Counter (property owner), and Bye Barsness (property owner). Bye Barsness was selected as Committee chair.

· Lake Quality Committee has held scheduled quarterly meetings (September, November, February and May). Each meeting has a prepared agenda and minutes are kept and distributed to committee members and to the BLRD Board of Supervisors.
· The Lake Quality Committee has completed the requirements of the DNR matching grant and has collected the entire $10,000 from DNR.

· During September 2009The Lake Quality Committee has photographed the shoreline of all properties on the lake. This establishes a baseline condition record for all properties.
· The Lake Quality Committee assisted a geographer from UWEC in taking soundings for the development of a new lake map. This was part of Planning Grant from DNR.
· A new lake map has been printed and is being distributed to all property owners.

· The Committee has monitored lake levels during the ice free period of the year. The current lake level (on April 5, 2010 using the District pump bench mark)is 879.76 feet msl. It has declined 1.45 feet (16.8 inches) since April 14, 2008. It is estimated that it dropped 3 inches during the ice-over period and a total of 7 inches since August 2009
· The Committee took responsibility for the Clean Boats/Clean Water program and began limited monitoring of boats being launched into the lake.

· The Committee did not do any water quality sampling during this transition year, but will have a program for 2010-2011 as described in the attached Committee Plan

· The Committee has prepared a written Lake Management Plan for the fiscal year ending June 2011 including a recommended budget for its activities during that period. (See attached 2010-2011 Lake Quality Plan) 

Challenges

Protecting any lake is a big challenge and a huge responsibility. It requires commitment by all. Commitment comes in several key forms:

· Commitment of property owners to become knowledgeable about threats to the lake and the best protection practices

· Commitment by property owners to adopt the best lake protection practices on their property

· Commitment by all users of the lake to practice boat safety and other user measures at all times

· Commitment by all users to prevent transporting unwanted vegetation and creatures into the lake (e.g. Milfoil, zebra mussels, etc.)
· Commitment from all users of the lake to avoid the release or discharge of waste materials, harmful chemicals, fishing bait, etc.

· Commitment of property owners to become part of a “lake watch program” to observe actions on and around the lake and take appropriate action when needed

· Commitment by BRLD to make sure actions required by the Lake Quality Plan are being taken

