
BASS LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN

MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Monday, April 13, 2009
St. Joseph Town Hall – 1337 County Road V

Commissioners Present:
John Coughlin, Chair





Dick Allyn, Secretary





John Haag, Treasurer



 
Bill Lawson

Ron Laumeyer 
Linda Luckey,  St. Croix County Representative

Brett Bader,  St. Joseph Town Representative
1.
Call to Order

Acting Chairman John Haag called the Commissioners Meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  John Coughlin resumed the Chair following the Treasurer’s Report. 
2.
Secretary’s Report

Copies of the minutes of the February 2, 2009 Commissioners Meeting had been previously distributed. Such minutes were amended to reflect that (1) as the result of the recent referendum the Township will lose of the two current County board seats, and (2), the funding for an electronic water level and temperature monitor being purchased at a discount from the County was adequately supported in the current budget. Motion to approve the minutes as amended was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by John Haag. Motion passed.
3.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Haag reported that the checking and savings bank balances total $21,307.14.  All bills are current. Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made by Dick Allyn and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion passed.  
4.
BLRD Strategic Planning – Updates and Discussion
Aleisha Miller, St. Croix County Land and Water Dept., who is staffing the Planning Committee’s efforts, provided an update summary of the recent meeting of the Committee ad reported that the final meeting is scheduled for May 28, 2009 at the St. Joe’s Town Hall.  At that time the final draft of the Lake Plan will be finished and forwarded on to the Commissioners.  It will be posted on the district web sit on or about the end of the month. www.blrd.org District owners are encouraged to review the Plan as it will be considered for final passage at the District Annual Meeting on June 6, 2009. Feel free to send comments and suggestions to Aleisha at her email address: AleishaM@co.saint-croix.wi.us. It was then noted that the water level and temperature monitor to replace the no longer functioning monitor has been ordered from the County. Commissioner Bill Lawson will be in charge of the installation and monitoring. 

5.
Ordinance Enforcement, landing and Signage
There was a lengthy discussion about the Public Boat Landing and the problems with the boat launch driveway slab that extends into the water. As the lake level has receded over the last several years the slab does not extend into the water as far.  A large depression in the lake bottom exists off of the end of the slab. This gets aggravated by persons gunning their boat motors trying to “power load”  boats on to trailers. People attempting to launch or load are having difficulty and there are reports of property damage. While the Landing is officially on Wisconsin DNR property, the County is in control of the site. Thus far, County officials have stated that there is no money in the budget at this time to make necessary repairs.  The District isn’t free to simply dump gravel or other fill in the lake bed as it would require a WDNR permit application process and approval.  Concern was expressed about the District’s legal exposure if there is an accident at the boat launch.    Motion to authorize Chairman Coughlin to submit a letter to the County and the WDNR urging prompt repair of the boat launch was made by Bill Lawson and seconded by Ron Laumeyer. Motion passed. 
John Coughlin summarized the suggestion from WDNR seeking the District to  cooperate with the Beaver Creek Reserve Citizen Science Center (Eau Claire County) proposed grant to help coordinate watercraft inspection programs  in the west central region of Wisconsin. Beaver Creek is hiring four field technicians each year for three years to help with inspections at 16 lake landings, recruiting volunteers and training. This program will help cut down on invasive plants and animals including Rusty Crayfish and Zebra Mussel. The Bass Lake Boat Landing would be included. We are asked to match other District’s contributions by either: (1) a pledge of 108 hours per year of volunteer time, or (2) $3,888, or (3) a combination of volunteer time ($12 per hour) and money equaling $3,888.  Cedar Lake is participating and it’s under consideration at Lake Malilieu and the St. Croix.  Previously, Tom Spaniol had spoken in favor of District participation, using volunteer time.  A total of 10 hours per week through out the summer could satisfy our match without any money contribution.  This proposal was posted on the District web site. Motion to approve District participation in the watercraft inspection program by use of District volunteers donating 108 hour per year for three years was made by John Haag and seconded by Dick Allyn. Motion passed. 

There was then a discussion of the Bass Lake Water Patrol for the 2009 summer season. A question was renewed as to whether the patrol officer’s credentials were up to date. Motion to have Chairman Coughlin and John Haag review and determine the adequacy of the patrolmen’s credentials made by Dick Allyn and seconded by John Haag. Motion passed. 

There was then a discussion of the placement of buoys due to the increasing low water and potential for boating hazards.  The District places and removes the buoys every season in locations approved by the WDNR.  The buoy anchors are very heavy.   Motion to approve the purchase of a winch which could be mounted on a boat up to a cost of $200 made by John Haag and seconded by Bill Lawson. Motion passed.  Jerry Simon offered up an additional buoy, noting that more were needed.  There was additional discussion about lake bed perils.  Motion to seek approval from the WDNR to place two additional buoys made by Dick Allyn and seconded by Bill Lawson. Motion passed.  
6.
County and Town Updates
Brett Bader reported on St. Joseph Town matters, including the land use  ordinance had been sent back to Committee. Commissioner Linda Luckey reported about the County’s budget being in  serious difficulty. She stated that as a result of the recent referendum reorganizing the County Board the number of Commissioners had be reduced to 19 from 31, and that Township of Saint Joseph had lost one seat.  This seat will be filled at the next election. 

7.
News, Updates and Planning
Ron Laumeyer reported on the ice fishing contest and the individual caught cheating. He said the Somerset Youth Athletic Association has offered to contribute $1000 for fish stocking if the District would match that $1000.  Ron suggested that such amount be put in the proposed Annual Budget for discussion at the Annual Meeting in June.  John Coughlin requested people to send in stories for publication in the District newsletter, The Heron.  Stories would need to be in by mid May for Mary Beth to edit and publish before the Annual Meeting. The Meeting will be held at the St. Joe’s Town Hall on Saturday, June 6 at 9:30am with a brief Commissioners Meeting commencing at 9:00am and reconvening after the Meeting.  The Annual Picnic will be at the home of Tom and Colleen Spaniol, 747 West Shore Drive, Somerset. No date has been set yet. John Lehto then reported on the condition of the District’s patrol boat. It needs a new location as he can’t keep it any longer.  Any volunteers?
Bill Lawson reported that the lake water level was at 881.2 as of 4/13/09.  This is approximately the same level noted on 11/13/08. 

8.
Notice of Election

There will be two Commissioner seats up for election at the Annual Meeting.  The seats are currently held by John Haag and Bill Lawson.  Both persons stated they were going to run for reelection. 

9.
Public comment/Resident Concerns
There was a discussion about the Haase property as the house appears to be abandoned though the owner has a camper trailer and portable toilet on the site. There is concern about the house posing a health and safety hazard.  Part of the home has been found to be below the ordinary high water mark and is presumably not repairable. Linda Luckey recommended that the matter be referred to the County code enforcement officials for a review. 
9. 
Review of Building Plans, Shoreline Restorations and Other Property Issues

There was a discussion of Thomas Stiles property where there is a question about what appears to be an expansion within the set back zone. John Haag and others are concerned that it was wrongfully expanded. At this point the county has declined to act.  Ron Laumeyer, John Coughlin and John Haag expressed concerns about reports of thefts around the lake. 
10.
Next Commissioners Meeting: June 6,  2009 at 9:00 am

Annual Meeting: June 6, 2009 at 9:30 am
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the Commissioners Meeting was made by Bill Lawson and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion Passed.
Recorded by:

Dick Allyn, Secretary
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