
BASS LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN
www.blrd.org
MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Monday, September 14,2009
St. Joseph Town Hall – 1337 County Road V

Commissioners Present:
John Coughlin, Chair





Dick Allyn, Secretary





John Haag, Treasurer



 
Ron Laumeyer 
Tom Spaniol

Linda Luckey,  St. Croix County Representative

Brett Bader,  St. Joseph Town Representative
1.
Call to Order

Chairman John Coughlin called the Commissioners Meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.   
2.
Secretary’s Report

Copies of the minutes of the June 6, 2009 Commissioners Meeting had been previously distributed. Such minutes were amended to reflect the correct spelling of Linda Luckey’s last name. Motion to approve the minutes, as amended, was made by Dick Allyn and seconded by Tom Spaniol. Motion passed.
3.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Haag reported that the checking and savings bank balances total $12,538.77.  It was agreed that the District should continue to belong to the Wisconsin Association of Lakes. All bills are current. Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made by Tom Spaniol and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion passed.  
4.
BLRD Lake Quality Management Plan 2009

There were updates from the Committee, DNR, St. Croix Co. Land and Water Dept.  Bye Barsness reported on the recent Committee meeting.  He explained the assigned actions and provided the upcoming schedule of meetings as follows:  11/11/09 – consider grant request for 2010; 2/10/10 – complete first draft of budget, action plans and lake quality report; 5/17/10 – complete budget recommendation. The District has received $7,500 from the WDNR to date and will be receiving an additional $2,500 we complete the Action Plan.  This work includes preparation of a map for use by the public and the WDNR .   
There was then a discussion of the Clean Boats, Clean Water project. The purpose is to monitor boats coming and leaving the lake at the Public Landing in order to clean off  alien weeds and mussels and to raise awareness as to their threat to public waters.  Several lake residents participated in training and working with the public, as did a summer intern on 6-8 occasions.  Dick Allyn reported briefly on the WDNR’s proposed changes  to  the state-wide Shoreland Protection Program, Chapter NR 115. The proposed changes can be seen on-line at www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/dsfm/shore/documents/nr115reportlegislature. 

5.
Ordinance Enforcement, Landing and Signage
Once again there was a discussion about the Public Boat Landing. As the lake level has receded over the last several years the boat launch driveway slab does not extend into the water as far.  A large depression in the lake bottom exists off of the end of the slab which has been caused by persons gunning their boat motors trying to “power load”  boats on to trailers. People attempting to launch or load are having difficulty and there are reports of property damage. While the Landing is officially on Wisconsin DNR property, the County is in control of the site. While the WDNR has done some dredging, thus far, the County officials report there is no money in the budget at this time to make necessary repairs. As noted previously, the District isn’t free to simply dump gravel or other fill in the lake bed as it would require a WDNR permit application process and approval.
Chuck Struemke, the Bass Lake Water Patrol Officer, was called on to present a report on his work from June through mid-September, 2009.  He  handed out a written summary of his patrol hours, tickets, warnings, and assists to people in distress. A copy of this report is maintained in the District’s records.  There were questions about patrol tactics and scope of the District’s ordinance to be enforced. Tom Spaniol will post the Amended Ordinance To Regulate Boating on the Waters of Bass Lake on the District’s web page, www.blrd.com  There was then a discussion about raising the fine for an ordinance violation to $137.50 to make it consistent with state practice, as well as the procedures for recertifying the patrol officer in accordance with state law.
6.
County and Town Updates
Linda Luckey spoke briefly about County matters and noted that Chairman John Coughlin had reported to the Board about District activities.  She then described efforts with county zoning and planning officials to resolve the status of Daryl Haase structure on the west side of the lake that appears to be uninhabitable and below the ordinary high water mark. The county official’s view is that at this point in time the property is not yet in bad enough condition to be declared a public health nuisance.  Brett Bader then reported on his efforts to get the WDNR to make a decision about the physical structure. He learned that Carrie Stoltz, Water Management Specialist at WDNR, was issuing a letter to Mr. Haase giving him three options for either removing or  repairing the structure.  Mr. Bader requested that the WDNR provide the BLRD with a copy of Mr. Haase response.  
7.
News, Updates and Planning
Ron Laumeyer reported that walleyes the District purchased would be planted when the water is cooler in the fall. He then reported that he and Wally, his dad,  had brought in the BLRD buoys with the new winch.  He then requested that a motion be made that he be paid $75 for taking in and out the buoys.  He said he needed the money to cover cleaning up his pontoon boat and to buy beer for his dad. Motion to approve payment of $75 for putting the District’s buoys in and out was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by Tom Spaniol.  Motion passed.  There was then a round of applause and thanks to Tom Spaniol and his wife Kelly for hosting the Bass Lake Annual Picnic.  Tom noted that Lumberjack Liquor and Keating’s made contributions to the picnic. 
8.
Public Comment/Resident Concerns
There was a discussion about the water fight that took place during the 4th of July boat parade.  Some injuries were reported.  Water balloons shot from water guns could hurt persons and the balloon residue left in the water is not good for the lake.  It was suggested that the parade finish first and then the serious water fighters can proceed; hopefully using biodegradable materials. Wally Laumeyer then offered that he had 5 volunteers to take over the District’s water patrol.  However, it was pointed out that they would have no power or authority and in fact could get into difficulty trying to enforce the Ordinance.  John Lehto reported that while Eurasian Milfoil seems to have retreated to a great extent people need to continue to be vigilant in keeping weeds off of the boats and propellers when they come and go on and from the lake.  Bill Lawson reported that the VHS fish disease was spreading in eastern Wisconsin.    
9. 
Review of Building Plans, Shoreline Restorations and Other Property Issues

There were no matters presented. 
10.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the Commissioners Meeting was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by John Haag.  Motion Passed.
Recorded by:

Dick Allyn, Secretary
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