
BASS LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN
www.blrd.org
MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Monday, November 7, 2011

St. Joseph Town Hall – 1337 County Road V

Commissioners Present:
John Coughlin, Chair





Tom Spaniol, Secretary





John Haag, Treasurer



 

Ron Laumeyer 
Dick Allyn
Rick Colbeth, St. Joseph Town Representative

Commissioner(s) Absent:   Robert Shearer, St. Croix County Representative

Lake Resident(s) Present: Regina Ripple

1. Call to Order
Chairman John Coughlin called the Commissioners Meeting to order at ​​​7:07 p.m. The Agenda was adopted with minor revisions.
2.
Secretary’s Report

Minutes of the previous meeting of September 12, 2011 were mailed to lake residents. Changes noted are as follows: insertion of “by a personal watercraft” and “by a motorboat” in the following sentence. “It was mentioned that State Statutes and County Ordinances that no wake can be made by a personal watercraft within 200 feet of shoreline and by a motorboat within 100 feet of any dock, raft, pier, or buoyed restricted area. 
           Motion to approve the Minutes as corrected, was made by Dick Allyn, seconded by Ron Laumeyer. Motion passed. 
3.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Haag reported that the checking balance of $559.13 and savings bank balances of $5,189.22 for a total $5,748.35. All bills are current.  Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Tom Spaniol and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion passed. 
           The notification of the tax levy for the BLRD’s Operating Budget was discussed by John Coughlin.  He said that he has not received the “equalized valuation” from the state that is usually sent in October. Rick Colbeth believes that the Town of St. Joseph has not received theirs either. NOTE: It was subsequently received and filed with the county.
4.
BLRD Lake Quality Management Plan Updates

Tom Spaniol gave an update of the Lake Quality Management Committee. The primary focus of the discussion was the woody habitat, crib placement, and the cattle issue. Approximately 150 bolts (logs for the cribs) will cost approximately $1,865. Jeff Schmitt from Schmitt Timber Corp quoted the price to Dave Larsen of St Croix County. The logs need to be delivered and temporarily stored somewhere near the landing. The Rivard property was suggested. There is some concern that the logs could disappear if they are staged at the boat landing for too long. The logs will probably be drilled by the prison camp. Cinder blocks need to be acquired. Tom Spaniol will work with Mark Johnson, a lake resident, to see if they can be donated. Rebar needs to be purchased and bent on one end.
Trees were cut on the WPA north of Bass Lake. A logger must move the trees we want closer to the landing. The estimate is two semi loads which will cost about $750 per load, for a total of $1,500 for the cost of the wood. In addition, we will need to pay the logger for about two days of work, estimated at $1,440.
Our budget includes County Aids of $4,000 ($2,000 for cribs and $2,000 for woody debris), Star Prairie Game and Fish at $1,000 and the balance from the BLRD.

Marty Engel, from the DNR, is coordinating the projects. Lake resident volunteers will be needed to help place brush in the cribs and haul the woody debris and cribs to their location on the lake.

It was noted that the BLRD Lake Management budget was approved at the Annual Meeting and that much of this work may take place before the next Commissioner’s Meeting on February 6, 2012.

Dick Allyn made a motion to authorize Chairman Coughlin, in consultation with Commissioners Tom Spaniol and John Haag, to approve expenditures required for the woody debris and crib placement project on Bass Lake prior to the next scheduled Commissioners Meeting. Motion Seconded by Ron Laumeyer. Motion carried.
The September Minutes reported that Bye Barsness is no longer Chair of the Lake Quality Committee. There is a new member on the committee – Bill Holmberg. He cannot serve as Chair, at this time, due to his travel schedule. Contact John Coughlin or a committee member if you want information about joining the committee.
          There was a lengthy discussion about Zebra Mussels in Bass Lake. They are dispersed everywhere in the lake. Besides personal physical injuries, such as cuts and abrasions, it was noted that the main concern is damage to outboard motors that are left in the water. A report conducted by our Clean Boats/Clean Water Intern, Dustin Piontek, can be found on the BLRD website, www.blrd.org, entitled “The Prevalence and Dispersal of Zebra Mussels in Bass Lake Somerset, Wisconsin.” 
          Additionally, there was a lengthy discussion about the treatment of Zebra Mussels with Copper Sulfate. Several lakes have tested copper sulfate to eradicate the Zebra Mussel with limited success. The Commissioners have many concerns regarding the use of the chemical in Bass Lake. The BLRD will continue to monitor Zebra Mussel eradication options and DNR plans. A Commissioner noted that, without an organization such as our Bass Lake Rehabilitation District, lake residents would lack the ability to act together to protect the lake.
          Resident Regina Ripple expressed concern about paying the farmer at the north end of the lake to keep his cows out of the water. She stated that a lake resident has photographs showing the farmer’s cows in Bass Lake. A key lake management goal is to minimize phosphorus loading into the lake (manure, fertilizer run-off and home, garden & lawn products containing phosphorus). No board members were aware that cows were watered in the lake or had seen any photos. Send photos/comments to any board member.
5.    Ordinance Enforcement, Landing and Signage
           Officer Chuck Struemke supplied a written report to the board which included the details that a lake resident asked for at the September 12, 2011, meeting. The detail included Boat launch Hours (15.3), Boat Patrol Hours (54.8), Administration Hours (2.5), Citations issued (10), Warnings issued (5), Boater Assists (5), Reimbursable (including fuel, oil, boat repair, and dock expenditures). Also submitted was a chart of the days and hours worked. 

BLRD Chair Coughlin said that he instructed Officer Struemke to adopt a 2011 Water Patrol schedule similar to the 2010 schedule. The Water Patrol has been most active in the morning and evening hours. The BLRD has a Slow-No-Wake Ordinance. Watercraft may not exceed SNW between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  Surveys indicate that we are still on the right track.  
Additionally, John Hagg submitted a comparison of 2011 current year Patrol Boat expenditures to last year’s Patrol Boat expenditures. All of these reports can be found on the BLRD website at www.blrd.org under the section entitled Lake Patrol.
For the next meeting, February 6, 2012, we will invite the St Croix County Sheriff to speak with the Commissioners about the possibility/feasibility/costs of using the Sheriff’s department for the BLRD Water Patrol. John Coughlin to layout the time and date requirements that we can give to the Sheriff in preparation for the meeting so he can specifically address our requirements.  John Coughlin also stated that a written proposal should be brought to the February meeting by both the sheriff and the current Water Patrol Officer to address our requirements.
There was additional discussion concerning revenue from Ordinance violations and whether the BLRD will gain any revenue from non-BLRD ordinance violations. It was also mentioned that the types of violations will probably be different than the ones our current Patrol Officer is issuing. For example, we may see more Personal Watercraft citations, Personal Life Saving Device citations, and other safe watercraft operation violations rather than the predominant Slow NO Wake violations simply due the time of the day that the Sheriff’s Department will patrol.
6.        County and Town Updates

Rick Colbeth stated that 140th street is “as good as it is going to get, for the time being.” Rick stated that there is roughly $150,000.00 remaining and available for road improvement from the original loan. However, there are several roads that are in need of repair or surfacing. Residents need to attend Town Board meetings to help influence the decision as to which roads may be done. If the entire 140th needed to be milled and repaved, the cost would be roughly $130,000.00. Town budget approvals will be made at the November 15, 2011, Town Board Meeting. Concerning the Town Budget, there will be no increase in spending levels in spite of the fact that the Town will receive $50,000 less this year than last from the State.
           No report from Robert Shearer due to his absence.
7.
News, Updates and Planning

BLRD website domain renewal 
Tom Spaniol reported that the renewal for the Bass Lake website is due. The cost for hosting, domain name, storage space, and pages is $121.99.
Lake resident, Regina Ripple, requested that the website address, www.BLRD.org,  be added to the Meeting Agenda page. It is currently only on the first page of the Meeting Minutes. John Coughlin stated he will add it to the Meeting Agenda page.
Fishery/Stocking

Ron Laumeyer reported that 1250 walleye were stocked on October 10, 2011, at a cost of $1.60 each. No dead walleye have ever been noticed during any of the past four years of stocking. John Coughlin stated that the “Thank You” letter to the Somerset Youth Athletic Association has been sent thanking them for their $1000.00 donation for the stocking.

Next year it was suggested that the stocking take place on the east side of the lake near the Keating or Coughlin property. Four years ago stocking was at the landing. Three and two years ago stocking was at the south end of the lake and this year stocking was mid-lake on the west side. A “thank you” goes out to Ron Foster and the Brakkes for granting permission for access to the lake via their property.

Other
Ron Laumeyer requested an additional $25.00 annually for placing and removing the buoys. He stated that his pontoon boat has incurred slight damage during this year’s removal process.
Motion made by Tom Spaniol to increase the annual compensation by $25.00 to a total of $100.00 for annual buoy placement and removal. Seconded by Dick Allyn. Motion passed.

8. 
Public Comment/Resident Concerns
Lake resident, Regina Ripple, requested a breakout of the Lake Management Budget expenditures to be included in/on the Annual Budget.
9.
Review of Building Plans, Shoreline Restorations and Other

None

10.
Next Meeting:  February 6, 2012
10. 
Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn meeting by Dick Allyn. Seconded by Ron Laumeyer. Motion Passed.

Recorded by:

Tom Spaniol, Secretary 
NEXT MEETING – February 6, 2012

