
BASS LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN
www.blrd.org
MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Monday, September 12, 2011

St. Joseph Town Hall – 1337 County Road V

Commissioners Present:
John Coughlin, Chair





Tom Spaniol, Secretary





John Haag, Treasurer



 

Ron Laumeyer 
Dick Allyn
Rick Colbeth, St. Joseph Town Representative

Commissioner(s) Absent:   Robert Shearer, St. Croix County Representative

1.
Call to Order

Chairman John Coughlin called the Commissioners Meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
2.
Secretary’s Report

Copies of the Board of Commissioners Meeting minutes of June 11, 2011 had been previously distributed. Motion to approve the minutes, was made by  Ron Laumeyer and seconded by John Hagg. Motion passed. The Annual Meeting Minutes drafts will be mailed as they become available but will not be approved until the next Annual Meeting, June 2012.
3.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Haag reported that the checking balance of $351.09 and savings bank balances of $5188.35 for a total $5539.44. All bills are current.  Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made by Dick Allyn and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion passed. 
John Hagg reported that the BLRD has not received the Tax payment from the town of St. Joseph as of yet. The bill for the picnic of $506.84 was paid. This was under the budget of $600.00. There were savings this year because no Port-A-Potty was rented and there was additional savings because tables and chairs were borrowed from the Town of St. Joseph, rather than being rented. We are slightly over budget for Clean Boats/Clean Water Internships but this can be handled by the “Other” funds available in either the Lake Management Budget or the BLRD Budget. John Coughlin discussed the annual levies for the past four years and gave some examples of rough costs per household of specific items. For example, the picnic costs about $6.00 per household or roughly $3.00 per person.
4.
BLRD Lake Quality Management Plan Updates
           Bye Barsness gave an update of the Lake Quality Management Committee. Woody debris and crib placement is scheduled for early February. Some cutting of the trees for the woody debris is taking place on Federal land, north of 150th street. Three additional properties are being considered by the DNR; Bill Holmberg property, Dick Allyn(Ashegan property) and Regina Ripple property.
Bye met with the cattle farmer and discussed history and annual payment for watering the cattle. This year we paid him $200.00 for watering so the cattle don’t water in the lake. The farmer may be amiable to moving the fence further away from the water. The Board needs to look at the cost of posts, fencing, etc. This expenditure could be part of the 2012 Lake Management Budget
Bill Holmberg has volunteered to do the lake chemistry readings every two weeks. Secchi dish readings were at 14 feet compared to 9 feet last year. 

There also is a three year photo archive of lake properties taken from the perspective of the lake.

Bye believes we should do another reminder mailing, about four pages, that he will put together.

Bye also mentioned he is moving and thus retiring from the Lake Quality Management Committee, effective immediately. John Coughlin presented him with a Certificate of Recognition for his work and leadership on the Committee.

There was a long discussion about fish crib/woody debris placement and the potential for interference with skiers/tubers. It was mentioned that State Statutes and County Ordinances state that no-wake can be made by a personal watercraft within 200 feet of shoreline and by a motorboat within 100 feet of any dock, raft, pier, or buoyed restricted area.
30.66 (3) (ar) No person may operate a personal watercraft at a speed in excess of slow−no−wake within 200 feet of the shoreline of any lake.

NOTE: Par. (ar) is created eff. 2−1−10 by 2009 Wis. Act 31.
30.66 (3) PROHIBITED OPERATION. (a) No person may operate a

motorboat within 100 feet of any dock, raft, pier, or buoyed

restricted area on any lake at a speed in excess of slow−no−wake. 
The placement of the cribs will be in approximately 12-15 foot depths and the trees used for woody debris will be about 30 feet in length, with their root ball ends secured on shore. The areas chosen by the DNR were chosen because of their rapid depth increases from the shorelines. A map was provided by Tom Spaniol showing the approximate locations of the cribs. Most of the crib locations will be no more than about 50 feet from the shoreline. Thus, they will not interfere with water activities involving motorized boats because of the 200/100ft Statutes and Ordinances. The only crib location area that may be further from the shoreline are the ones near “Coughlin’s Point”. However, the buoy placed there also restricts motorized traffic within 100 feet of it and thus there will be no interference issue there as well.
           Clean Boats, Clean Water

There was a lengthy recap of the Clean Boats/Clean Water Internship program. The data supplied by both Interns was consistent across the two interns. Some of the data shows:

Approximately 521 boaters were contacted

Approximately 85% were Entering the lake
Approximately 85% had NOT been in another body of water in the last 5 days

Approximately 66% of the trailers HAD weeds on the trailer after the boats were pulled out of the water

Approximately 85% of the boaters WOULD use a wash station if one were provided.

The majority of the boaters learned about Invasive Species from personal contact

Dustin Piontek, one of our interns, gave a 5 minute presentation about his activity and provided maps of Invasive Species locations around the lake. These maps will be placed on the website at www.BLRD.org
5.        County and Town Updates

Robert Shearer unavailable to comment due to previous commitment out of town.
Rick Colbeth briefly mentioned the issue with the Town Clerk, the new Town website, and the Wi-Fi system being offered by Northwest Communications. There was a discussion about 85th street repair and the lack of repair to 140th street. He did mention that 140th is high on the priority list of roads to be fixed, but would not stipulate exactly where on the priority list. (Did say it was probably in the top 10)
6.
News, Updates and Planning


Fishery/Stocking


Ron Laumeyer stated that we had received a check from the Somerset Youth Athletic Program from the Bass Lake Ice Fishing Tournament for walleye stocking and we need to send a “Thank You” letter expressing our gratitude. In mid-October, when the water temperature is around 55 degrees, we will stock another $2000.00 of walleye fingerlings. (About 6-8 inch) This year they will be placed on the Brakke property. Permission was granted to walk across the property by Ron Foster, son-in-law to the Brakkes.


BLRD Picnic


A special “Thank You” to Bill and Lisa Arrigoni for hosting this year’s annual Bass Lake Picnic. It was very well done.
7. 
Public Comment/Resident Concerns

There was significant discussion about the water patrol. Chuck Streumke’s contract expires December 31, 2011. Residents want a breakdown of costs, such as wages, gas, insurance, etc. Suggestions were made to look into Retired Police Officers/Sheriffs, current Deputy Sheriffs, and volunteers. Tom Spaniol mentioned that he had a lengthy discussion with the County Sheriff, Dan Shilts, about contracting the Sheriff’s Department and subsequent costs for additional patrols on Bass Lake. The Sheriff’s department stated they are willing to contract out for this task, just like they do for other events; ie. The Races. The Sheriff may be invited to the February meeting to discuss costs and enforcement with the Board.
Wally Laumeyer stated again that he has 5 volunteers ready to go to man the lake patrol boat. There is some significant concern about liability and authority to use lake resident volunteers. 
A paddle boat is up on the north shore near Ron Laumeyer’s property.

A RAVE water slide is on shore at Tom Packard’s property.

If either of these are your items, or if you know whose they are, please have the owners claim them.
8.
Review of Building Plans, Shoreline Restorations and Other

None

9.
Next Meeting:  November 7, 2011

10. 
Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn meeting by Dick Allyn. Seconded by Ron Laumeyer. Motion Passed.

Recorded by:

Tom Spaniol, Secretary 
NEXT MEETING – November 7, 2011
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