BASS LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN
www.blrd.org
MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Monday, April 11, 2011
St. Joseph Town Hall – 1337 County Road V

Commissioners Present:
John Coughlin, Chair





Dick Allyn, Secretary





John Haag, Treasurer



 

Ron Laumeyer 
Tom Spaniol 
Rick Colbeth, St. Joseph Town Representative




Robert Shearer,  St. Croix County Representative 



1.
Call to Order

Chairman John Coughlin called the Commissioners Meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
2.
Secretary’s Report

Copies of the minutes of the February 7, 2011 Commissioners Meeting had been previously distributed. A Motion to approve the minutes was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by Tom Spaniol. Motion passed.
3.
BLRD Lake Quality Management Plan 
Tom Spaniol provided a status report on the Committee’s activities. He said a guide booklet to assist and encourage lakeshore owners with suggested shoreline management practices was near completion. There was a discussion about the contents of the cover letter from the District that will accompany the Shoreland Management Guide.  John Coughlin is coordinating editorial content suggestions. Reducing phosphorous is critical to maintaining water quality for the future. It is hoped that the document will be circulated by the Annual Meeting. Tom Spaniol then reported on the status of the near shoreline woody habitat and fish crib project.  It has been postponed until next winter because of early ice issues in winter 2010-2011.  Too much slush. Tom Spaniol then reported on the Clean Water, Clean Boats program and status of selecting summer interns to help the District carry out its contribution obligation under the Grant.  Tom had previously consulted with the University of Wisconsin River Falls environmental faculty in preparing the job specifications. Tom recommended that Dustin Piatek and Erin Coughlin be offered the positions because of their superior qualifications. A Motion to approve the hiring of Dustin Piatek and Erin Coughlin as part-time summer(s) intern to fulfill the District’s grant obligation was made by Dick Allyn and seconded by Ron Laumeyer.  Motion passed. John Coughlin abstained.
4.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Haag reported that the checking and savings bank balances total $15,610.99. All bills are current and operations within budget. John is working on a proposed budget for consideration at the June 11 Annual Meeting.  The District’s current fiscal year is 6/6/10 to 6/11/11.  A Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by Dick Allyn. Motion passed.  
5.
Ordinance Enforcement, Landing and Signage
There was a discussion about the ordinance signage at the Public Boat Landing. The District’s revised posted ordinances and laws enforced by the Water Safety Patrol need to be laminated and reposted. Ron Laumeyer had updated the sign to reflect the increased $187.90 citation fine amount. Wanted.  The District is in need of  a used dock for the water patrol boat. A 12’ to 16’ section would be preferred. The current dock has rotted and sunk. 
6.
Notification of Commissioners Election - June 11, 2011 Annual Meeting

The terms of John Haag and Dick Allyn end at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting.  Notify Chairman John Coughlin of intent to seek election to the Board.
7.
County and Town Updates

Bob Shearer reported on County matters. He noted that the 2010 census showed St. Croix County was the fastest growing county in Wisconsin. He pointed out that the county nursing home continues to operate at a loss and its future is being considered. The county budget process is getting under way.  Rick Colbeth commented on St. Joe Town issues. Dan Gavin is the new Chair.  He said that 140th Street had been damaged by trucks from Cemstone but the company was taking responsibility for repairs. Richmond Town is going to share in some repair costs. He reported that there was continuing discussion about a garbage hauling ordinance proposal.  

8.
News, Updates and Planning

Ron Laumeyer reported on the results of the ice fishing contest; a .64 oz. perch won.  Generally, he believed that ice fishing was good this past winter and that some walleyes had been caught. There was no update on the lake level; Bill Lawson’s last report was that, as of 9/29/10, the lake level was 879.14 above mean sea level, a drop of .15 (about 1.8”) since the 5/19/10 reading of 879.29. Those present estimated that the water is now 6’ higher. The Annual Meeting will start at 9:30a.m. on Saturday, June 11, 2010 at the St. Joe town Hall.  The Commissioners will convene at 9:00 a.m. for a business meeting and then adjourn until completion of the Annual Meeting.  The annual 4th of July boat parade was discussed once again.  The hope is to start at 3:00 p.m. at the Public Landing and that the water balloon enthusiasts will wait until full tour around the lake is completed.  The Annual Picnic is scheduled for Saturday, August 13 at the home of Bill and Lisa Arrigoni. The District needs a file cabinet to store the official records mandated by law to be maintained.  It will be located at the St. Joe’s Town Hall.  John Coughlin will purchase the cabinet. 
9.
Public Comment/Resident Concerns 
There was a discussion about an email letter from Eric Goldberg who lives on Kelly Swamp.  He expressed concern about the fact that certain of the farmland across the swamp from his house had not been on the District tax roll in the past.  (See February minutes.) Mr. Goldberg asserted that he should get a refund of all of his prior assessment payments. He didn’t indicate as to where the money would come from.  The Chairman will draft a response. 
10. 
Review of Building Plans, Shoreline Restorations and Other Plans
There were no plans presented.  
11.
Next Commissioners Meeting -  June 11, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
Annual Meeting – June 11, 2011 at 9:30 a.m.
12.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the Commissioners Meeting was made by Ron Laumeyer and seconded by John Haag.  Motion Passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Recorded by:

Dick Allyn, Secretary 
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